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Hardware Benefits BIG-IP v4.5 or v4.6 Latest BIG-IP 
System

Migration Advantage

6 �Security, acceleration, 
and availability 
on one device

No Yes Easily use one device for data processing, server load balancing, global  
data center load balancing, web application firewall security, HTTP  
acceleration, spam filtering, or WAN optimization. Reduce latency with  
wire-speed L4 decisions, scale for new connections, and accelerate  
with ASIC-based “integrated hardware” compression, allowing for more 
L7 operation cycles with second generation Packet Velocity ASIC II.

7 �Easily scale and 
reduce server and 
operational costs

No Yes F5’s ground-breaking platforms add functionality and performance  
on-demand as business needs change. 

n ��Consolidate multiple appliances into one device.

n ���Reduce server overhead and decrease total cost of ownership (TCO) 
up to 65% by enabling server consolidation and easing the cost of 
management and operations.

8 �Vastly improved  
performance and  
network interface  
flexibility*

- �Up to 1,200 (TPS) 

- �Up to 300MB (Bulk 
Crypto Throughput)

- �Up to 2GB (Raw 
Throughput)

- �Up to 24 x 10/100 
CU Tri-Speed 
Ethernet

- 4 x GB TX/CU 

- No, SFP GB Fiber

- Up to 48,000 (TPS)

- �Up to 6GB (Bulk 
Crypto Throughput)

- �Up to 10GB (Raw 
Throughput)

- �Up to 16 x 
10/100/1000 CU

- �Up to 4 x SFP Optics 
for GB Fiber

n ��Significantly improved SSL processing capabilities and performance.

n ���Improves server performance while providing security, speed, 
and traffic management during critical online transactions.

n ��Improved interface configurability.

n ��Increased GB port density options.

9 �More reliable 
and stable 
hardware platforms

Yes, however 
platforms are greater 
than 3 years old

Yes, with 2x 
or higher

n ��Improves processing speed and performance.

n ��Increases software add-on module and concurrent user connection  
support.

n ��Simplified maintenance.

n ��Hot-swappable fan trays and redundant power supplies; CF/HD access doors.

n ��Up to 4GB memory, intuitive LCD display, and modular chassis design.

n ���The platform is currently on the fifth generation of latest software and 
hardware; the platform has been in enterprise for 3 years.

10 �Dedicated resource  
and remote device  
management

No Yes Better remote management without draining primary system resource using 
Lights-Out Management (SCCP Microcomputer) that includes a virtual power 
switch, remote booting, installation, diagnostics, and more.

Top 10 Reasons to Migrate to the New BIG-IP System

*Note: Actual specifications will vary based on platform and software option configuration.

Summary: 
Effective December 31, 2008, F5 Networks will no longer provide software development support for BIG-IP versions 
4.5 and 4.6. It is highly recommended that customers still running BIG-IP versions 4.5 and 4.6 migrate to newer platforms 
in the 9.x or higher software branch in order to continue to receive the quality support they have come to expect from F5. 
Additionally, it is a great time to consider migrating to a newer hardware platform, as F5 has recently introduced a series 
of new hardware platforms that are substantially more operationally efficient as well as better performing. Migrating to  
9.x or higher software while simultaneously upgrading to newer platforms will make the migration process much less complex 
while providing a substantial increase in application performance, capacity, and options for improving the security, scalability, 
and reliability of your application infrastructure.


